
S
PR

IN
G

 2
01

0
E

S
S

A
Y

: 
TH

E
 F

A
C

TS
 A

B
O

U
T 

FO
O

D
 A

N
D

 F
A

R
M

IN
G

 
|

 
D

O
 W

E
 N

E
E

D
 A

 N
E

W
 L

A
N

D
 S

TU
D

Y
? 

 

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  A M E R I C A N  F A R M L A N D  T R U S T

FarmlandA M E R I C A N

FARMLAND 
PROTECTION 
TRAILBLAZERS

10 People, Places & 
Partnerships  

Making a Di!erence



Your Gifts Help Us Grow  
Year-Round
Joining Perennial Partners—American Farmland 
Trust’s monthly giving club—is the simplest, most cost-
effective way to help save farm and ranch land across the 
country. It’s easy: just pledge to automatically give in affordable monthly 
installments using your credit or debit card, and your participation 
will blossom over the course of the year! Plus, your membership will 
automatically renew, reducing the mailings you receive from us. Visit 
www.farmland.org/perennial to sign up, or call (800) 886-5170 ext. 218. 
 AFT accepts contributions of all sizes but we encourage monthly gifts 
of $10 or more. You can decrease, increase or stop your pledge at any 
time by contacting us.  
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THIS YEAR, AS American Farmland 
Trust celebrates our !"th anniversary, 
it’s a good time to look back and realize 
how much has been accomplished by 
the farmland conservation movement in 
three decades. When a small group of 
forward-looking farmers and conserva-
tionists launched American Farmland 
Trust in #$8", they were alarmed by how 
much of the nation’s farmland was being 
paved over for sprawl-
ing development, and 
equally concerned by 
how little was being 
done about it. 

Since that time, 
we can be proud of 
American Farmland 
Trust’s role as the cata-
lyst of a national con-
servation movement—
one that has protected 
over three million acres 
of farm and ranch land and established 
environmentally sound farming practices 
on millions more. As you’ll read in this 
issue, much has been accomplished all 
over the country by farmers working with 
conservationists, concerned citizens and 
elected officials during !" years of efforts 
to protect the nation’s working lands and 
promote environmental stewardship. We 
salute them!

Lately, as I talk to officials in other 
countries—as I had the pleasure to meet 
recently with Nick Herbert, an agricul-
tural leader in Europe and member of 
the British Parliament—I am reminded 
how the world is becoming ever more 
interdependent, and how important 
our farmland is as a global resource. A 
report from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations pro-
vided a wake-up call for many recently; 
it stated that global food production 
needs to nearly double by the middle of 
this century to feed an expected world 
population of nine billion. And this must 
happen on less land—as we continue to 

develop farmland around the world at an 
alarming rate.

Ensuring food security while safe-
guarding the environment—amid politi-
cal instabilities and the uncertainties of 
climate change—will require scientific 
advancements, new technologies and 
improved management practices. It’s a 
job no single non-profit organization, 
company or government can tackle 

alone, but American 
Farmland Trust has a 
very important role to 
play. For three decades, 
we’ve led the effort 
to save the land that 
provides food, fiber and 
fuel for the nation and 
world—making farm-
land conservation and 
environmental steward-
ship a public priority 
and a key  element of 

national farm policy. 
Our efforts to help the nation achieve 

food security, environmental sustain-
ability and economic growth through 
agriculture are needed more now than 
perhaps at any time in the past. 

As we continue our work during the 
next !" years to help farmers and ranch-
ers protect the land, keep it healthy and 
grow food for their communities, the 
foresight of our organization’s found-
ers—who had the wisdom to realize 
three decades ago, when so few others 
did, that our farm and ranch land is an 
irreplaceable resource worthy of protect-
ing—looks more prescient than ever. 

Thank you for your continued 
support.

JON SCHOLL

PRESIDENT
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Letters

AMERICAN FARMLAND welcomes letters 
and feedback from readers. Please send your 
comments, stories or personal reflections on 
farm life to Kirsten Ferguson, Editor, American 
Farmland Trust, 1200 18th St. NW, Suite 800, 
Washington, D.C. 20036, or email  
kferguson@farmland.org. 
  If you submit a letter or photograph that we 
publish on this page, we will send you American 
Farmland Trust’s “No Farms No Food” tote bag! 
Don’t forget to include your name, address and 
telephone number.

South Carolina. My human geog-
raphy class subscribes to AFT and 
occasionally discusses facts and issues 
from the magazine and website. One 
of the seven main topics on the AP 
human geography exam is agricul-
ture, so your message fits right in. 

For example, between the agri-
culture unit and the urbanization 
unit, which happened to fall back 
to back, we hauled out the #%&-
acres-of-farmland-lost-every-hour 
fact and decided to measure how 
big an area that actually is. Turns 
out it was almost exactly the size 
of the two nearest— and newest— 
subdivisions down the street from 
our school. And that’s just one hour!

Keep up the good work.

— CHUCK STJERN, SUMMERVILLE, 

SOUTH CAROLINA

Gardens Are Important Too

WHEN I OWNED a home, I kept 
putting in a garden. I now live in se-
nior housing but would like to spread 
the word about “No Farms No 
Food.” Perhaps sometime you could 

VIEW FROM THE FIELD
“I wanted to share a photo captured at our farmers 
market that I thought you would enjoy,” writes Gina 
Bell, manager of Oregon’s Forest Grove Farmers 
Market. The photo shows Maya, now three-and-a-
half, helping to spread AFT’s “No Farms No Food” 
message. A farmers market regular since the age 
of three months, Maya’s favorite market items are 
strawberries, blueberries and cookies, according to 
her mother Elaine Jane Cole. 

The Forest Grove Farmers Market, a partici-
pant in AFT’s 2009 “America’s Favorite Farmers 
Market” contest, is a project of Adelante Mujeres, 
a non-profit working to improve quality of life for 
Latinas and their families. 

Correction

The Fall 2009 American Farmland 
feature story, “The Green Leap,” 
incorrectly identified Carole 
Brookins as a Vice President of 
the Chicago Climate Exchange 
(CCX). Brookins serves on the 
CCX Board of Directors.

If you submit a letter or photo-
graph that we publish on this 
page, we will send you AFT’s 
new “No Farms No Food” tote 
bag OR a stuffed cow—you 
decide. Kids, you can send farm-
related letters, photo-
graphs or drawings 
too! Don’t forget 
to include your 
name, ad-
dress and 
telephone 
number.

Two Subdivisions an Hour

I TEACH SIXTH grade geography 
and high school advanced place-
ment human geography at Pinewood 
Preparatory School near Charleston, 

add “No Gardens or Farms  
No Food.”

— F. J. PERONE, DAYTON, OHIO
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Around the Country
4 New York
4 New England
6 California 

6 Washington  
7 Pennsylvania

New York Rallies Against 
Farmland Protection Cuts

ON MARCH #&, New York farm and 
food advocates rallied at the state 
capitol to protest stringent cuts 
that would affect New York’s food 
and farming industry. Governor 
Paterson’s state budget for %"#" to 
%"## proposed severe, dispropor-
tionate cuts to key agricultural, 
environmental and nutrition pro-
grams. Some cuts would eliminate 
programs that support farmers 
markets, promote New York-grown 
farm products and help farmers re-
duce pesticides, while other critical 
programs that protect farmland and 
conserve soil and water would be 
drastically cut. 

Across the state of New York, a 
farm is lost to development every 
three days. Over the past #% years, 
New York’s Farmland Protection 
Program has protected more than 
!"" farms and '(,""" acres. The 
program receives funding from the 

state’s Environmental Protection 
Fund, a dedicated account that 
includes more than !" environmen-
tal programs. Unfortunately, the 
proposals cut EPF dollars for next 
year by !& percent, and roughly $&"" 
million has been taken from the 
environmental fund to cover other 
state expenses. Major cuts to the 
Farmland Protection Program could 
prevent any new projects from being 
funded for two years or more. 

“Funding for farm, farmland and 
local food programs represent less 
than one percent of the state’s $#!" 
billion budget,” says AFT’s New 
York director David Haight. “There 
are better solutions to our budget 
woes than cutting programs that 
invest in our farm and food system, 
which contributes over $%! billion 
to our state economy annually. 
Restoring funding for the EPF and 
committing to a plan to repay bor-
rowed environmental dollars makes 
good economic sense.” 

To see a full list of the proposed 
cuts and find out how you can get 
involved, visit www.farmland.org/
newyork.

New England States  
Come Together on Farm and 
Food Agenda

THANKS TO A new regional initia-
tive, farms and local food are on the 

Wear Your Pride for 
AFT! Shop at Our New 
Online Store 

Visit our new 
online store and 
help spread the 
No Farms No 
Food® message! 
Friends of farmland will find items 
including t-shirts, hats, aprons, 
travel mugs and even baby 
clothes for the youngest AFT sup-
porters. Sales from the e-store 
help support our work for healthy 
farms, healthy food and healthy 
communities. Check for new sea-
sonal items throughout the year, 
including “America’s Favorite 
Farmers Market” merchandise. 
Visit our online store at www.
zazzle.com/americanfarmland* 
to find all the latest items. 

Recent proposed budget cuts threaten New York’s farm and conservation programs.
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agenda of the six New England states. 
Responding to a recommendation 
from the New England Commission 
on Land Conservation, the governors 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut recently directed their 
state departments of agriculture to 
find ways to expand regional food and 
protect the agricultural land base. 

Collaboration was very visible at 
the kick-off meeting for the New 

England Farm and Food Security 
Initiative in January. U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture Kathleen 
Merrigan joined state commis-
sioners of agriculture, regional 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 personnel and key regional experts 
to brainstorm ways the states can 
revitalize the region’s food system 
and improve farm profitability.  

Cris Coffin, AFT’s New England 
director, is helping to facilitate 
the initiative. “New England has 
tremendous potential to improve 
its food and energy security, reduce 
its carbon footprint and sustain its 
family farms,” she says. “But there 
are a host of barriers, including 
the continued loss of farmland, 
inadequate food processing and dis-
tribution capacity and lack of access 
for many citizens to nutritious and 
affordable food. Eliminating some 
of these barriers will require new 
partnerships and increased collabora-
tion between the states and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. This is 
the kind of cutting-edge food system 
planning that AFT’s Growing Local 
initiative was designed to promote.”

Calling all Farmers Market 
Managers!
American Farmland Trust’s 2010 “America’s 
Favorite Farmers Market” contest is now open for 
new farmers markets to register. This year, we are 
offering a host of new prizes for participating 
market managers and customers, and the contest 
will be making a bigger impact for local farms 

and food in America! Are you 
a farmers market manager? 
Visit www.farmland.org/
marketmanager to sign up 
your market for this year’s 
contest. Not a market 
manager but interested in making sure 
your favorite market is participating this year? Visit  
www.farmland.org/vote.

Darryl Williams on his family’s dairy farm in Hatfield, Massachusetts A Sugar Hill, New Hampshire farm
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Growers at New York’s Schenectady Greenmarket [left] and 
Missouri’s Webb City Farmers Market [right]
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New Resources for Farmers and Farm Advocates!
 
Farmland Report: AFT’s New Blog

American Farmland Trust has launched a new blog, Farmland Report, to help 
facilitate the conversation between farmers, conservationists, policy-makers 
and consumers. The blog delves into farmland protection, local food and the 
environment, while covering broader issues as well. To join the conversation,  
visit http://blog.farmland.org.

 
Guide for California Specialty Crop Growers

The first in a series of guides to help farmers achieve sustainability and envi-
ronmental stewardship, our new Guide to Beneficial Management Practices 
for California Specialty Crops identifies specific practices that growers of fruits, 
vegetables and nuts can use to reduce pollution, conserve water and energy, 
improve wildlife habitat and minimize greenhouse gases. Visit www.farmland.
org/ california to download the free guide. 

 
Handbook for New York Farmers and Rural Landowners            

AFT’s newly updated New York Agricultural Landowner Guide: A Guide to Public 
Farmland Conservation Programs is a valuable tool for farmers and rural landowners 
trying to navigate the array of public programs that help farmers address property taxes, 
protect farmland from development, enhance economic viability and generate alternative 
energy. The guide is available for free download at www.farmland.org/newyork. Print 
copies may be purchased by contacting AFT’s New York office at (518) 581-0078 or 
newyork@farmland.org.     

 
Washington Farmland Protection Progress Reports

The Washington State Office of Farmland Preservation recently published two 
helpful new products. The first is their 2009 Report to the Washington State 
Conservation Commission, which lays out the state’s challenges in protecting ag-
riculture and the resources available to address them. The second publication is a 
new “Washington State Farmland Preservation Indicators” booklet providing an 
up-to-date list of measures that indicate how well the state is doing in preserving 
agriculture. To view the reports, visit www.farmland.org/washington.

 
Analysis of Clean Energy Legislation Impact on Agriculture 

To better understand the economic implications of climate policies on U.S. agricul-
ture, a team of seven Kansas State University researchers analyzed six key eco-
nomic studies evaluating the effects of the Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 
(H.R. 2454— also known as the Waxman-Markey bill). The research suggests U.S. 
agriculture has more to gain than lose with the passage of H.R. 2454, according 
to team leader Dr. Bill Golden of KSU’s Department of Agricultural Economics. To 
view the study, visit www.farmland.org/resources/reports.

Ne! Yor" Agricultura# 
Landowner Guide

A Guide to Public Farmland Conservation Programs

! T ! "  R # $ % & ' ( ) *
 F ! + , - ! * $  P + ) ' # & ' ( ) *
 E * . ( + ) * , # * ' ! -  M ! * ! / # , # * '
 N ! ' % + ! -  R # 0 ) % + & # 0  C ) * 0 # + . ! ' ( ) *
 F ! + ,  V ( ! 1 ( - ( ' 2
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Sample the Fruit of Our Labors!
Our new annual report 
highlights our successes in 
2009— and the many part-
ners who supported healthy 
farms, food and communi-
ties. To request a free printed 
copy, please call (800) 
431-1499 or download the 
report at www.farmland.
org/annualreport.
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Lancaster Farmers Chip in for  
a Cleaner Chesapeake Bay

WHAT IF THREE farmers could 
neutralize the water pollution caused 
by more than ("" suburban homes? 
That’s exactly what a trio of farmers 
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
did last year when they prevented 
more than &,&"" pounds of fertilizer 
from flowing into the Susquehanna 
River and Chesapeake Bay. The 
farmers were enrolled in American 
Farmland Trust’s BMP Challenge 
program, which guarantees against 
any potential loss of income for 
farmers who reduce fertilizer use 
and adopt certain conservation 
practices.

For their contributions to a clean-
er Chesapeake Bay, the three farmers 
were granted “nutrient credits” by 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Nutrient 
Trading Program. The credits can 
now be purchased by a third party 
that doesn’t meet its water pollution 
standards, giving farmers added 
income for their stewardship. In 
December, AFT’s Mid-Atlantic 
director Jim Baird and the participat-
ing farmers donated the $(& nutrient 
credits, worth over $(,""", to the 
Lancaster Farmland Trust.  

Agricultural landowners in 
Pennsylvania can register with the 

state to perform certain conservation 
practices, such as establishing vegeta-
tive stream buffers that decrease the 
amount of nutrients leaving the land. 
If the state certifies the practice, the 
landowner receives nutrient trading 
credits they can sell to a polluting 
facility. The nutrient trading market 
can potentially provide a stream of 
revenue to farmers who participate in 
AFT’s BMP Challenge program. 

“The success of farmers like 
these who are willing to do their 
part, in Pennsylvania and other 
states, demonstrates that you don’t 

need hard-and-fast regulations to 
expand agriculture’s role in clean-
ing up regional waterways—an 
 important fact for everyone to re-
member as federal agencies develop 
a new strategy for restoring the 
health of the Chesapeake Bay,”  
says Baird.

This process has the addi-
tional benefit of keeping the land 
in agriculture, according to Karen 
Martynick, executive director for 
the Lancaster Farmland Trust. “We 
are really excited that American 
Farmland Trust is engaging farm-
ers through the BMP Challenge in 
Lancaster County,” she says. “The 
nutrient credits generated by the 
project could provide another source 
of income for our farmers, and it 
is one more piece of the puzzle in 
preserving agriculture as a way of life 
in Lancaster County.”

Learn more about American 
Farmland Trust’s BMP Challenge 
and our work helping farmers clean 
up the Chesapeake Bay at www. 
farmland.org/environment.

In December, Jim Baird, AFT’s Mid-Atlantic director (center) and three Pennsylvania farmers donated 
the nutrient credits they earned from AFT’s BMP Challenge to the Lancaster Farmland Trust. Shown with 
Baird: Don McNutt, Lancaster Conservation District Administrator (left) and (left to right) Don Robinson, 
Carol Gundel Falk, Jim Lafferty, Dave Young, Karen Martynick, Ted Bowers, and David Breniser of 
Lancaster Farmland Trust.
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Inside AFTInside AFT
Farm Bill Days: Here Again?

A LITTLE OVER a year after 
Congress passed the multi-year 
Food, Conservation and Energy 
Act of %""8, also known as the farm 
bill, we hear rumblings that debate 
over the next farm bill is not far off. 
Congressman Collin Peterson (D-
MN), chair of the House Agriculture 
Committee, announced recently that 
his committee will start working 
on the %"#% Farm Bill earlier than 
usual, holding hearings on the bill 
in Washington this spring and field 
hearings around the country this 
summer. 

That may seem soon, as we 
are still involved in finalizing the 
implementation details of the last 
farm bill, which typically sets U.S. 
agriculture and food policy for 
five to #" years. But Peterson plans 
to start early in part because he 
believes the next Congress may have 
to first consider a reconciliation bill, 
which resets the “baseline” spending 
numbers for programs in all bills 
like the farm bill. A reconciliation 
bill only requires a simply majority 
of 6" votes to pass and cannot be 
filibustered.  

As former Congressman Charlie 
Stenholm recently noted, we can 
expect “lots of discussion on ways 
to improve agricultural programs 
while cutting spending.” If Congress 
undertakes reconciliation, and if 
economic and deficit pressures 
continue, cuts to farm programs will 
be inevitable. That’s why American 
Farmland Trust and our supporters 
must get involved now to help drive 
the debate around our core priorities 
of farmland protection, environmen-
tal stewardship and local food.  

Chairman Peterson also said 
recently that he expects more focus 
in the coming farm bill on a revenue-
based safety net like ACRE (Average 
Crop Revenue Election), an innova-
tive new program that protects farm-
ers who suffer losses from disastrous 
weather and other unavoidable events 
while costing less for taxpayers. 
National leaders in the dairy indus-
try are also expressing interest in 
adopting a similar safety net for their 
farmers. American Farmland Trust 
and the National Corn Growers suc-
ceeded in establishing ACRE in the 
%""8 Farm Bill, and we are excited to 
see such broad interest in revenue-
based safety nets. 

Here at American Farmland 
Trust, we are starting to plan how 
to advance the direction of U.S. 
farm and food policy so it best serves 
farmers and consumers. We will 
keep you informed as the debate over 
the %"#% Farm Bill gets underway, 
and I hope you can get involved with 
our efforts in the months ahead. To 
learn more about the farm bill and to 
sign up for our action alerts, please 
visit www.farmland.org/farmbill. 
Thank you.
—Dennis Nuxoll, Senior Director  

of Government Relations

Peeled and Delivered: 
American Farmland Trust 
Partnership Yields Fruit 

PEELED SNACKS IS a growing 
healthy snack food company known 
for its dried fruit in brightly col-
ored packages found in places like 
Starbucks and Hudson News stores. 
The New York City-based company 
is also known for its dedication to 
healthy foods and to the farmers who 
produce them. A partnership with 
American Farmland Trust seemed 
all-natural to Peeled Snacks, whose 
new special-edition snack pack, the 
American Farms Sampler, generates 

proceeds to support AFT’s work.
“What American Farmland Trust 

is doing is extremely powerful,” says 
company founder Noha Waibsnaider. 
“American Farmland Trust’s ‘No 

Farms No Food’ message strongly 
resonates with our philosophy at 
Peeled Snacks. As a company, we 
firmly believe in the importance 
of eating food that is as natural as 
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Fruit drying in the sun at California’s Bella Viva Orchards
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Inside AFT
possible and in growing it as close to 
home as possible.”

Waibsnaider founded Peeled 
Snacks in %""( when she noticed 
something missing from the world 
of snack foods. Store shelves were 
full of processed foods made with 
mysterious ingredients, but it was far 
harder to find anything healthy and 
tasty. Her solution: the varieties of 
all natural, nutritious fruit and nut 
mixes that became Peeled Snacks. 

As the company grew, they 
increased their commitment to 
sourcing their snacks from American 
farms. “So many U.S. farmers are 
being driven out by development 
and lower priced imports,” says 
Waibsnaider. “Several years ago, we 
couldn’t find any more dried apples 

from U.S. farms. It seemed incon-
ceivable to me that we would have 
to source apples from abroad. What 
happened to Johnny Appleseed’s 
vision? Since then, we worked hard 

Special Offer for American Farmland Readers

For a limited time, Peeled Snacks is donating 10 percent of the proceeds from 
their special-edition American Farms Sampler to American 
Farmland Trust. The sampler contains delicious 
dried cherries and apples grown on farms 
in North America. 

Receive 20 percent off the American 
Farms Sampler while supporting 
American Farmland Trust today! Visit 
www.peeledsnacks.com/store/deal by May 
1, 2010 and enter in code AFT20 at check-
out to receive the special discount.

Life Is Sweet at Bella Viva 
Business has grown steadily at Bella Viva Orchards in 
Denair, California, since owner Victor Martino decided to 
transform his family’s fruit orchard into a dried fruit opera-
tion that sells at farmers markets in the Bay Area and to 
companies like Peeled Snacks, an all-natural snack com-
pany now partnering with American Farmland Trust.

When Martino took over the family business from his 
father in the early ‘80s, the orchard had been selling 
its fruit wholesale to large companies like Del Monte. “I 
didn’t like the idea of working all year and bringing the 
fruit of our labors down [to the canneries] and saying 
what will you give me for it?,” Martino says.

Once he started drying the 50-acre orchard’s many 
fruits—which include cherries, apricots, peaches, pears, 
persimmons, nectarines, plums, apples, grapes, figs, lem-
ons and more—Martino discovered that customers really 
enjoyed the dried fruit, and his business grew. “People are 
looking for healthier food choices all the time and we of-
fer an all-natural piece of fruit,” Martino says. “And more 
people are looking for a product that was grown region-
ally and for products produced in the United States.”

The climate in the Central Valley, where Martino and 
surrounding orchardists grow their fruit, is the “best in the 
world,” he says. But only 100 miles from the Bay Area, 
the threat from development pressure looms. That’s one 
of the reasons Martino is happy to be growing for Peeled 
Snacks, a socially conscious company who  recently  began 

donating a percentage of their proceeds to  support the 
work of American Farmland Trust. 

“We especially like to deal with people who are 
passionate about what they do and interested in support-
ing California-grown and American-grown produce,” 
Martino says.

(Left to right) Angela, Vivian, Belle and Victor Martino of Bella 
Viva Orchards

to find more American sources and 
increased our commitment to partner 
with them. That’s why I was so ex-
cited when I learned about American 
Farmland Trust.”
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When American 
Farmland Trust started 
30 years ago, most 

communities were just waking up 
to the dangers of farmland loss, 
and few had taken action. Now, 
farmland protection is a national 
movement. Public and private ef-
forts to preserve farm and ranch 
land are underway from coast to 
coast—and have protected well 
over three million acres. 

During the past three decades, 
American Farmland Trust has 
nurtured these burgeoning 
efforts across the country. 
Sharing resources and advice. 
Researching what works and 
why. Guiding the development 
of conservation programs. 
Using our megaphone to raise 
awareness and to call for more 
conservation funding. And in 
some cases, even launching new 
on-the-ground organizations to 
advance the cause.

Along the way, we learned 
there is no one-size-fits-all 
solution to the problem of 
farmland loss. In the pages 
that follow, we present you with 
ten pioneering people, places 
and partnerships of farmland 
protection—all with their own 
stories about how innovation 
and perseverance made all the 
difference. This represents just a 
small slice of the many farmers, 
leaders and citizens working 
tirelessly around the country to 
save the land that sustains us.

BY KIRSTEN FERGUSON

FARMLAND 
PROTECTION 
TRAILBLAZERS

10 

People, Places & 
Partnerships  
Making a Di!erence
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Top: Kline Farm, a preserved farm in 
Mt. Hope, Ohio 

Bottom: A residential development cuts 
into farmland along the San Joaquin 
River, California.
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1. DALE REINER AND TULALIP TRIBES
Snohomish, Washington
A partnership between a Native American tribe 
and Washington farmers is turning a challenge 
into an economic asset, with the ultimate goal 
of protecting water and farmland.

The health of his land, and the water that flows through 
it, has always been a big concern for Dale Reiner, a 

rancher in northwest Washington’s Snohomish County, 
which lies between the Puget Sound and the snow-capped 
peaks of the Cascade Mountains. He’s worked with 
American Farmland Trust on Pioneers of Conservation 
projects to protect endangered salmon in the Skykomish 
River, which runs through Reiner’s !""-acre cattle ranch.

Protection of the environment is also vitally impor-
tant to the neighboring Tulalip Tribes, who have long 
depended on salmon for their culture, sustenance and 
livelihood. Working with Reiner and local farmers, the 
tribe came up with the idea for a biomass digester to 
turn manure from local dairy farms into electricity for 
area homes. The power project helps struggling dairy 
farmers meet water regulations and cut down on com-
mercial fertilizer by generating compost they can apply 
to their fields.

Reiner serves as president of Qualco Energy, a non-
profit partnership between farmers, Tulalip Tribes and 
a salmon recovery group to run the biomass digester. 
“Qualco means ‘joining of two rivers’ in Tulalip,” he 
explains. “That’s symbolic because we’re joining two 
cultures.” 

In addition to cleaner water, the project also captures 
methane, a powerful greenhouse gas. But it has another 
primary goal: helping area dairies stay in business by 
giving them a profitable way to meet environmental 
demands. “The only way to save farmland is to make it so 
valuable that farmers don’t want to sell it,” Reiner says.
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A traditional Native American canoe on Tulalip Bay near Marysville, 
Washington
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Farmer Dale Reiner with some of the cows that fuel Qualco’s biomass power plant
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2. VERMONT FOODBANK FARM Warren, Vermont
In the Mad River Valley, where demand 
for local food often exceeds the supply, the 
Vermont Foodbank found a novel way to 
support farmland protection and bring more 
local food to the community.

When the Vermont Foodbank, which serves anti- 
hunger programs across the state, saw the opportu-

nity to buy a %%-acre protected farm in central Vermont’s 
Mad River Valley, the timing was right. Due to the 
economy, donations of non-perishable items were down. 
And Foodbank officials had been thinking about ways to 
increase their connection to local food and  improve the 
nutritional value of the food they distribute.

“There’s a lot of demand. When we do get fresh 
produce, it goes—people want it,” says the Vermont 
Foodbank’s David Thurlow. The Foodbank wrote the 
winning proposal to buy the historic farm, which had 
been purchased and protected in %""' by Vermont Land 
Trust after community groups—who didn’t want to see 
the  prominent farm developed—rallied and helped raise 

money for its conservation. The land trust then solicited 
offers from potential buyers who would use the protected 
farm  property to advance the goals of the community.

“We embraced the Vermont Foodbank proposal because 
it captured so much of what the community wanted to 
see: to have a farm in the community to feed people in the 
 community,” says Liza Walker of Vermont Land Trust. 

The Foodbank is now leasing the farm to vegetable 
growers Aaron Locker and Susanne Slomin, who will 
supply the Foodbank with a percentage of their organic 
 produce—mainly heavy root crops that store well, such as 
onions and carrots, as well as fresh leafy greens. “People 
are thrilled. The cooks at the local senior center couldn’t 
be happier,” Thurlow says.

Located in a heavily trafficked area along busy Route 
#"", the farm will also serve as an educational facility, 
helping to raise awareness about three key issues, says 
Thurlow. “First, the importance of farmland protection—
‘no farms, no food.’ Second, that we can help the small 
farmer with a unique business model like this. And third, 
the necessity of including low income people in the 
 expansion of local food.” 

David Thurlow at the Vermont Foodbank’s Kingsbury Farm
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3. AMOS FUNK   Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
Amos Funk brushed off criticism to promote 
farmland preservation at a time when people 
knew little about it—leading his county to 
develop one of the top farmland protection 
programs in the nation.

“Farmland’s savior” read the headline of an edito-
rial in a Lancaster, Pennsylvania newspaper after 

vegetable farmer Amos Funk passed away in February 
at the age of $). Savior he was: when developers tried to 
have funding for Lancaster County’s model farmland 
preservation program cut in %""&, Funk called a press 
conference on his farm to denounce the effort. That led 
the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners to commit 
even more money to preservation: $#"" million during 
the next decade.

When Funk first talked to people, decades prior, about 
the need for farmland preservation, he was called a com-
munist or just plain crazy. In #$)", he finally succeeded in 
getting the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners to 
establish an agricultural preserve board, and he became 
the first chairman. And he later convinced the county to 
put farmland preservation funding up for a public referen-
dum, which passed overwhelmingly and has been part of 
every Lancaster County budget since then. 

Because Lancaster’s many Plain Sect farmers shunned 
government programs, Funk saw the need to create a 
private local organization to work with farmers to preserve 
their land, and so he helped found the Lancaster Farmland 

Trust. More than 86,""" acres of county land have now 
been protected through public and private efforts.

“All of us that work to promote farmland protection on 
the East Coast owe a great deal to Amos for his energy and 
foresight,” says Bob Wagner, senior policy and program 
advisor of American Farmland Trust. “Lancaster County’s 
farmland preservation program has no peer. It’s one of 
the best nationwide and Pennsylvania’s state program is 
 without a doubt the standard-bearer for the country.”

Farm preservation leader Amos Funk outside his home in Millersville, 
Pennsylvania
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A farm in West Lampeter Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
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Why Save Farmland? 
Every minute of every day, we lose  
two acres of agricultural land to 
sprawling development. Over the past 
20 years, the average acreage per 
person for new housing almost doubled—
with our best agricultural soils being 
 developed the fastest.

National Economy and 
World Food Security
The U.S. food and farming system 
contributes nearly $1 trillion to our 
national economy—more than 13 
 percent of the gross domestic product—
and employs 17 percent of the labor 
force. World consumers of U.S. agricul-
tural exports are expected to increase 
their purchases in the future. With a 
rapidly increasing world population 
and expanding global markets, saving 
American farmland is a prudent invest-
ment in the world food supply and the 
nation’s  economic future.

Protection of the 
Environment
Well-managed agricultural land supplies 
important goods and services for our 
environment. Farm and ranch land 
provides food and cover for wildlife, 
helps control flooding, protects wetlands 

and watersheds and maintains air 
 quality. And new energy crops have  
the  potential to replace some of our 
fossil fuels. 

Fresh Local Food and  
Strong Communities
Farms closest to our cities, and di-
rectly in the path of development, 
produce much of our fresh food — an 
 astounding 91 percent of our fruit 
and 78 percent of our vegetables. 
And for many Americans, compelling 
reasons for saving farmland have to do 
with protecting the quality of life in their 
communities— scenic and cultural land-
scapes, farmers markets, recreational 
opportunities, local jobs and community 
businesses. 

Healthy Local Economies 
New development requires services 
such as schools, roads and fire/police 
protection, while privately owned and 
managed agricultural land requires 
very few services. Cost of Community 
Services (COCS) studies show that— 
nationwide— farm,  forest and open 
lands more than pay for the mu-
nicipal services they require, while 
taxes on residential uses, on average, 
fail to cover costs.

Martin and Loretta Jaus on their organic dairy farm near Gibbon, Minnesota
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After launching 20 years ago, farmland 
 protection efforts in Peninsula Township 
soared, transforming the agricultural 
 industry in ways no one imagined.

The alarm sounded in the late #$)"s for this skinny 
peninsula in Lake Michigan when a prominent farm 

was developed—its orchards ripped out for upscale homes 
and condos. Next, the &"'-acre Murray Farm, located at 
the tip of Old Mission Peninsula—which has a micro-
climate ideal for growing fruit like cherries, apples and 
grapes—came up for sale. 

“Everyone thought if the Murray Farm went down, 
farms would fall like dominoes. It would have eroded 
confidence among the agricultural community,” says 
Brian Bourdages of the Grand Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy.

Farmer and township board supervisor Rob Manigold 
turned to American Farmland Trust for help. AFT 
stepped in and bought the land, holding it until Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources could take it over.

Township officials then drafted AFT to help them create 
a purchase of development rights program to protect farm-
land. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Manigold and plan-
ner Gordon Hayward, Peninsula Township celebrated the 
#&th anniversary of its program last year. During that time, 
more than &,""" acres of land have been protected—nearly 
one-third of the peninsula’s land mass. 

“One of the benefits we’ve seen is a really vibrant, 
stable agricultural community,” says Bourdages. The 
increase in capital available to farmers from the program 
has allowed them to make investments in higher value 

4. PENINSULA TOWNSHIP Michigan

crops, such as wine grapes, fresh market apples and hand-
picked sweet cherries. 

The program also had a stimulating effect on farmland 
protection efforts throughout the region. “Given what’s 
going on with manufacturing, people in the Midwest are 
starting to realize the economic importance of agricul-
ture,” Bourdages says. “Peninsula Township was a catalyst 
for many of the local farmland protection programs in 
Michigan. Farmers here who protected their land are still 
getting calls from farmers all over the region saying, ‘Tell 
me what you did.’”

A grape harvester in a Pinot gris vineyard on Michigan’s Old Mission 
Peninsula
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A view of Lake Michigan’s Grand Traverse Bay from protected land growing Riesling grapes at Chateau Grand Traverse winery
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5. CAMPAIGN FOR 
WISCONSIN’S FARM 
AND FOREST LANDS
Three decades after launching their first 
farmland protection program, Wisconsin’s 
conservation efforts get a boost with a 
 comprehensive new plan for working lands.

Shortly after taking office in %""!, Wisconsin’s newly 
appointed secretary of agriculture Rod Nilsestuen 

asked Tom Lyon, the retired CEO of a Wisconsin cattle 
cooperative, what should be done to protect the state’s 
agricultural industry. Lyon, who had served on the board 
of American Farmland Trust in the #$)"s, had an answer: 
better protect the state’s beleaguered farmland.

Although Wisconsin’s considerable agricultural industry 
generates &" to 6" billion dollars a year, the state had not 
done enough over the years to help farmers protect their 
land from sprawl. “We were getting dotted with houses 
out in the country next to farmland, and we had some poor 
development occurring around urban areas like Milwaukee 
and the Twin Cities,” Lyon says. 

Nilsestuen put together a task force and spent a year 
developing a plan to create a new farmland protection 

program along with “agricultural enterprise areas” where 
farmers would agree to not develop their land in exchange 
for tax incentives. The next step was to get the package of 
reforms—known as the Working Lands Initiative—through 
the legislature and signed into law. American Farmland 
Trust and project partners launched the campaign and 
blanketed the state, generating grassroots support for the 
initiative.

Months of hard work paid off: in early %""$, Governor 
James Doyle put the Working Lands Initiative in his bud-
get message, and the legislature adopted it in July. With 

$#% million in 
state funding, 
the initiative is 
now being imple-
mented—and 
not a moment 
too soon for the 
state’s hard-hit 
farmers. “This 
was a model for 
how state policy 
should work,” 
says Lyon. “We 
started at the 
grassroots, and 
we brought in 
AFT as an exter-
nal force. The 
result serves as 
a model for how 
state policy can 
be developed.”

Wisconsin Agriculture Secretary Rod Nilsestuen (left) and Tom Lyon (right)

A rural Crawford County farm in Mount Sterling, Wisconsin
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Upstate New York dairy farmer George 
Houser spent more than two decades preserv-
ing his farm piece by piece—sparking a local 
farmland protection movement in the process.

Someone has to be first. In many communities strug-
gling to protect farmland, skepticism gradually 

turned to enthusiasm as farmers saw their neighbors 
protect their land and benefit from it—whether from the 
satisfaction of being able to pass their land onto future 
generations or the increased ability to invest back in their 
operations. 

Dairy farmer George Houser Jr., who farms a good-
sized chunk of fertile Hudson River bottom land in bucolic 
Washington County, New York, was first before many oth-
ers were first. He became concerned early on, in the #$&"s, 
that local governments were ignoring their farmland loss. 
“If you don’t set aside blocks of farms, conflicts can increase 
to the point where farmland always loses,” Houser says. 
“But ultimately everybody loses.” 

Armed with a degree in government from Harvard, 
Houser spent the decades that followed working with fel-
low farmers and citizens, American Farmland Trust and 
his local planning board to develop guidelines that would 
save farmland. In #$$", he co-founded the Agricultural 
Stewardship Association, which became the first local 
land trust in New York dedicated solely to protecting 
 agricultural land. 

Houser’s own personal farmland protection journey 
began when he and his wife Earline donated an easement 
to American Farmland Trust in #$)), and it was finally 
completed last year when the family worked with the 
Agricultural Stewardship Association to conserve the final 
!"%-acre portion of their #,"!"-acre Brotherhood Farms. 

6. GEORGE HOUSER  Washington County, New York
His determination inspired many of his farm neighbors 
along Route (" in the town of Easton to protect thousands 
of acres of their own land as well. 

“It’s beyond personal,” Houser says. “People have 
to have food and the land to grow it. I feel like we 
 accomplished a great thing.”  

Protected farmland at Brotherhood Farms, Easton, New York

George Houser Jr., and his son George III
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7. UPPER ELK RIVER VALLEY Colorado
Over kitchen table meetings with their 
neighbors, a group of Colorado ranchers took 
control of their own fate, creating a compact 
to limit growth.   

When ranchers in western Colorado’s Upper Elk 
River Valley realized that condos and vacation  

time shares, spilling over from popular nearby ski resorts, 
threatened to drive ranching from the fertile agricultural 
valley, they took matters into their own hands. Ranchers 
Steve Stranahan and Jay Fetcher approached their 
neighbors and found they shared a commitment to 
keeping ranching in the productive valley, where a 
lack of planning had led to haphazard growth that was 
irrevocably altering the valley’s beautiful landscape and 
Western character. 

Over meetings at the kitchen tables of their neighbors, 
the group of ranchers formed the Upper Elk River Valley 
compact, developing a vision for how ranching, recre-
ational uses and carefully located development could fit 
together. They worked with American Farmland Trust to 
establish a set of voluntary principles that called for home 
construction only where it would not harm agricultural 
operations or valley views. It became the first private, 
community-wide agreement of its kind in the nation.  

To show their commitment 
to keeping their land in 
ranching, several prominent 
valley ranchers—including 
Fetcher, Mary Mosher and 
Stranahan—donated con-
servation  easements on their 
land, inspiring others to do 
the same.

The efforts of Upper 
Elk River Valley ranchers 
have protected 8,&"" acres, 
with more in the works. “It’s 
crucial that we protect our agricultural land. But it has to 
be done as a community, because one individual can’t do it 
alone,” says Stranahan, who owns The Home Ranch, a cat-
tle operation and dude ranch, and is now a board member 
of American Farmland Trust. Fetcher went on to help form 
the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust, which 
has preserved another !&",""" acres throughout the state.  

In #$$6, Routt County voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved a program to protect threatened agricultural land, 
influenced by the ranchers’ vision. In all of Routt County, 
almost #" percent of privately owned property is now pre-
served. “Efforts to preserve the Upper Elk River Valley are 
ongoing,” Stranahan says. “But thanks to the work of many 
ranchers and community members, much of the  valley is 
now safe from the developer’s knife.”

Ranchers Ann and Steve Stranahan

Cowboys on The Home Ranch in Clark, Colorado
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Thirty years ago, the United States 
undertook the first National Agricultural 
Lands Study (NALS) to document the 
extent and causes of farmland loss. 
Released in 1981, the study found that 
large areas of agricultural land, and soils 
of the highest quality, were being perma-
nently  converted to  non-agricultural use. 
 In response, Congress passed the 
Farmland Protection Policy Act in 1981, 
providing some farmland protection tools 
and a justification for federal funding to 
support efforts to protect high quality 
farmland. The study helped launch doz-
ens of state and local farmland  protection 

programs and served as an impetus for 
the founding of American Farmland Trust.
 In the three decades since, we have 
seen significant changes in the challeng-
es and opportunities facing U.S. agricul-
ture. We now know that well- managed 
agricultural lands could potentially help 
us address a changing climate, a grow-
ing population and serious concerns 
about our nation’s food and energy 
security. Energy crops and crop residues 
could provide 14 percent of U.S. elec-
tricity use or 13 percent of the nation’s 
motor fuel demands. Changes in agricul-
ture practices and foresting of marginal 

Securing the Nation’s Future: The Case for a 
New National Agricultural Lands Study

Will the United States continue to have enough agricultural 
land to meet the needs of the nation and world?  

BY BOB WAGNER, SENIOR POLICY AND PROGRAM ADVISOR, AMERICAN FARMLAND TRUST

 agricultural lands could offset 20 percent 
of current U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Agricultural lands, at a fraction of 
the cost, could help offset billions of dol-
lars worth of mandated upgrades at pub-
licly owned water treatment plants. And 
having farms that can grow food close to 
cities could reduce the energy needs and 
greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with shipping food long distances, while 
increasing the availability of fresh local 
food for our citizens. 
 Despite efforts around the country to 
protect agricultural land, we continue 
to lose farm and ranch land at a rate of 
over one million acres a year. Can our 
nation survive that loss of our most basic 
food, fiber and fuel resource? Only a 
new National Agricultural Lands Study 
can determine the country’s need for ag-
ricultural land as a national security asset 
and lay the groundwork for a robust 
strategy to secure this resource base for 
future generations.

Suburban sprawl surrounds farmland in Columbus, Ohio.

C
RA

IG
 H

O
LM

A
N

/A
P 

PH
O

TO
/D

IS
PA

TC
H



20 AMERICAN FARML AND  Spring 2010

8. FARMSCAPE SEMINAR Denison University, Ohio
In a unique class at Denison University, 
 students are examining the many facets of 
farmland preservation through the lens  
of a camera.

 Flocks of geese fly over a preserved Ohio field in 
winter. Historic farm buildings stand undisturbed 

after outlasting threats from developers. Farmers go 
about their work in barns and fields. These are all images 
captured by students in Denison University’s Farmscape 
Seminar, a program that documents Ohio farmland 
 preservation while teaching students about farming  
and photography.

Developed by environmental studies professor and pho-
tographer Abram Kaplan, the class teaches students about 
legal and economic tools that protect agricultural land from 
development. (They read American Farmland Trust’s Saving 
American Land: What Works as a primer.) Kaplan came up 
with the idea when a farmer approached him at a conference 
and suggested he start documenting Ohio’s protected farms. 
“We’re taking an artistic look at this topic that is often not 
given a visual perspective,” Kaplan says. “There’s something 
deeply authentic about the images that result.”

Students in the class visit protected farms, interviewing 
the farmers and photographing their operations. They 
compile their photographs into books of images portray-
ing the farms and their stories and in some cases have 
 presented their work to the public.

The students—few from farming backgrounds—come 
away with new insights about the industry and the im-
portance of preservation. “Students often come into the 
class not very knowledgeable about farms and farming,” 
Kaplan says. “But as they start talking to farmers and hear 
why they want to preserve their land, they are energized 
by the optimism that these farmers feel about the future 
of the land. Before, farmland was something students may 
have just driven past, but after the class it’s something they 
 actually feel a part of—some even start considering farming 
as a career.”

Students in Denison’s Farmscape Seminar A barn window view of the preserved Hohmann farm in Pataskala, Ohio
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In a state that’s losing farm and ranch land 
faster than any other, the Texas Agricultural 
Land Trust is moving rapidly to make up for 
lost time.

 

At #(% million acres, Texas leads the nation in land 
 devoted to private farms, ranches and forests—

8( percent of the state’s land base. Texas is also losing that 
land faster than just about anywhere: a study commis-
sioned by American Farmland Trust found the state lost 
%.# million acres in the last #" years alone.

But when conservation advocates first tried to pass leg-
islation enacting a farm and ranch land protection program 
for the state, they failed, in part due to opposition from the 
agricultural community. Lessons were learned the second 
time around. American Farmland Trust hired rancher Blair 
Fitzsimons to alleviate rancher concerns and successfully 
shepherd the program through the Texas legislature.

“I was charged with bringing the agricultural commu-
nity on board and forging a consensus between agricultural 
groups and conservationists,” Fitzsimons says. “There were 
a lot of misconceptions surrounding conservation ease-
ments. There’s still a lot of skepticism, but I definitely see 
brick walls coming down.”

9. TEXAS AGRICULTURAL LAND TRUST
 

Fitzsimons was then tasked with lead-
ing a new statewide organization, the 
Texas Agricultural Land Trust, to work 
directly with state farmers and ranchers. 
“Right out of the starting gate, we had 
people lining up for easements. By the end 
of the first year, '&,""" acres had been 

 protected,” Fitzsimons says.
American Farmland Trust led the effort to create the 

new organization, which was modeled after other range-
land-focused groups such as the Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Agricultural Land Trust. “We had the benefit of having this 
tremendous body of expertise behind us with AFT,” says 
Fitzsimons. “It gave us significant credibility in the  
agricultural community and really helps us to this day.”

The land trust is serving a vital function for the 
Lonestar State, where rapidly accelerating land values and 
low returns in livestock markets are placing tremendous 
pressure on ranchers to sell chunks of their land. This split-
ting of ranches into smaller pieces sets up a “massive chain 
reaction going down the line,” Fitzsimons says. “When 
you’ve got this massive fragmentation going on in certain 
parts of the state, these properties can no longer support 
themselves. Then ranchers have no alternative between 
hold out and sell out.”

Blair Fitzsimons



Saving the Land  
that Sustains Us

American Farmland Trust continues the 
fight to make sure local communities and 
farmers have the tools they need to save 
the land that sustains us. Your support 
helps us:

Protect Farmland and Keep the 
Land Healthy. For more than 30 
years, we’ve been the national leader in 
saving farmland and supporting conser-
vation practices that protect the environ-
ment. Through our work promoting smart 
growth and helping state, federal and 
local governments design, implement 
and fund farmland protection programs, 
we will continue to lead the urgent drive 
to save farmland—an integral part of 
the “green infrastructure” needed for 
America’s future.

Plan for Agriculture and 
Strengthen Regional Food 
Systems. Even in states like California, 
the demand for local food and farm 

products exceeds the available supply, 
with many obstacles in the way for local 
products to reach nearby consumers. 
We’re continuing our cutting-edge work 
with states and communities to develop 
farm-friendly plans, local food systems 
and farmland protection strategies. 

Promote Changes in Food and 
Farm Policy. Many titles in the federal 
farm bill have implications for farmland 
protection, local food and the environ-
ment. In addition to achievements in 
conservation and farmland protection, 
our work on the 2008 Farm Bill and 
other federal legislation has succeeded in 
securing significantly increased funding 
and new programs to support farm profit-
ability, environmental stewardship and 
working lands protection. 

Provide Research and Advice 
for Farmers, Policymakers and 
Citizens. Our Farmland Information 
Center—a partnership between American 
Farmland Trust and the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service—is a 
clearinghouse for information about 
farm and ranch land protection, envi-
ronmental stewardship, and programs 
and policies that support the business of 
farming. Call (800) 370-4879 for free 
assistance or visit www.farmlandinfo.org.

American Farmland Trust needs your 
help to save the land that sustains us. 
To learn how you can make a donation 
to AFT today, please visit www.farm-
land.org/support or contact American 
Farmland Trust at (800) 431-1499.

The rural and urban collide in Meridian, Idaho.
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The Apple as Planet Earth
Do you know how much of the Earth is suitable for farming? Watch our video 
about why protecting farmland is so important. Go to www.farmland.org/
apple.
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A far-reaching campaign seeks to save 
farmland in the San Joaquin Valley, one of 
the most threatened—yet most productive— 
agricultural areas in the world.

The San Joaquin Valley, 
which extends from the 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
in the north to the Tehachapi 
Mountains in the south, is one 
of the world’s most diverse and 
productive agricultural regions. 
Valley farmers produce !"" 
different crops—from grapes 
to nuts, citrus and vegetables—
worth $%" billion annually. 

But much of this bounty comes from only five million 
acres of irrigated cropland that are under siege from urban 
development. American Farmland Trust documented that 
the region is now developing an entire acre of farmland for 
every eight new residents. At this rate, the valley is expected 
to lose more than 6"",""" acres of highly productive 
 farmland by %"&". 

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY California
“AFT first made the San Joaquin its top priority in 

California in the early #$$"s,” says Ed Thompson Jr., AFT’s 
California director. “Until then, interest in and concern 
about farmland loss was confined largely to the state’s coast-
al areas, which had already experienced rapid  population 
growth.”

 AFT’s coordinated campaign in the region focuses on 
minimizing the loss of farmland through better manage-
ment of urban growth. As a start, a group of valley officials 
recently voted to adopt a regional “blueprint” that would 
save #'&,""" acres of farmland by %"&", although AFT had 
pushed for an even more ambitious goal. In addition, AFT’s 
campaign is working to make sure the proposed California 
high speed rail project has a positive, rather than negative 
impact on agriculture in the valley, while participating in 
a statewide “Ag Vision” planning process to address eco-
nomic, food safety, environmental and other pressing issues 
impacting California’s farmers. (For more information, visit 
www.farmland.org/california.)

 

Know a farmland protection trailblazer in your community? Write us at Edi-
tor, American Farmland, 1200 18th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 
or email kferguson@farmland.org.
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San Joaquin County farmer  
Richard Rodriguez
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Harvey Bailey walks through his orange orchard in Orange Cove, California.
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Essay 

ONE OF THE MORE pleasing devel-
opments of the last decade has been 
the long-overdue beginning of a na-
tional conversation about food—not 
just the arcane techniques used to 
prepare it and the luxurious restau-
rants in which it is served, but, much 
more important, how it is grown and 
produced.

The only problem is that so far 
it hasn’t been much of a conversa-
tion. Instead, what we have are two 
armed camps deeply suspicious of 
one another shouting past each other 
(sound familiar?).

On the one side, the hard-line 
aggies seem convinced that a bunch 
of know-nothing urbanites want to 
send them back to Stone Age farm-
ing techniques. On the other side, 
there’s a tendency by agricultural 
reformers to lump together all farms 
(or at least those that aren’t purely 

organic, hemp-clad mom-and-pop 
operations) as thoughtless ravagers of 
the environment.

Well, at least we’re thinking about 
it, so I suppose that’s a start. But the 
issues we’re facing are not going to 
go away, and they are too important 
to be left to the ideologues. What I’d 
like to see happen in the next decade 
is a more constructive give-and-take, 
the start of a true conversation.

With that goal in mind, I’d like 
to propose a few ground rules that 
might help move us into the next 
phase—fundamental principles that 
both sides should be able to agree on. 

AGRICULTURE IS A BUSINESS. 
Farming without a financial motive is 
gardening. I use that line a lot when 
I’m giving talks, and it always gets 
a laugh. But it’s deadly serious. Not 
only do farmers have expenses to 

meet just like any other business, but 
they also need to be rewarded when 
they do good work. Any plan that 
places further demands on farmers 
without an offsetting profit incentive 
is doomed to fail. 

WHAT’S PAST IS PAST. Over the 
last &" years, American farmers per-
formed an agricultural miracle, all but 
eliminating hunger as a serious health 
issue in this country. But that battle 
has been won, and though those gains 
must be maintained, the demands 
of today—developing a system that 
delivers flavor as well as quantity and 
does it in an environmentally friendly 
way—are different. 

FOOD IS NOT JUST A CULINARY  
ABSTRACTION. No matter how much 
you and I might appreciate the amaz-
ing bounty produced by talented, 
quality-driven farmers, we also have 
to acknowledge that sometimes food 
is…well, just food. So when we start 
dreaming about how to make our epi-
curean utopia, we also have to keep 
in mind that our first obligation is to 
make sure that healthful, fresh food 
remains plentiful and inexpensive 
enough that anyone can afford it. 

THERE’S NO FREE PASS ON 
 PROGRESS. Just because you’ve 
always farmed a certain way does 
not mean that you are owed the 
right to continue farming that way 
in the future. The days of a small or 
medium-sized farm making a decent 
profit growing one or two crops and 
marketing it through the traditional 
commodity route are long past. The 
world is changing, and those who 
can adapt are the ones who will be 
 successful. 
 
THE WORLD IS NOT BLACK AND 
WHITE. The issues facing agriculture 
today are much more complicated 

The Facts About Food  
and Farming
Let’s not join one of the armed camps 
deeply suspicious of one another 
shouting past each other.

BY RUSS PARSONS
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than lining up behind labels such as 
“local” and “organic,” no matter how 
praiseworthy they might seem in  
the abstract. 
 
NO FARM IS AN ISLAND. That’s not 
literally true, of course; there are sev-
eral island farms in the Sacramento 
Delta. But even there, farmers have 
to remember that they’re living in 
an ever-more crowded state where 
their actions affect others. Assuming 
that what happens on your land is 
nobody’s business but your own just 
doesn’t work anymore. 
 
DON’T LET THE PERFECT BE THE EN-
EMY OF THE GOOD. Holding out for 
an unattainable dream may mean los-
ing a chance at a more easily realized 
goal. At the same time, just because 
an idea may not be the perfect an-
swer, it doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
benefits to it. A completely locavore 
diet is, well, loco, but buying as much 
locally grown fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles as you can is just common sense. 
 
QUALITY IS MORE EXPENSIVE 
THAN QUANTITY. Farming fruits and 
vegetables that are not just healthful 
but also have great flavor takes a lot 
of time and work and usually means 
not growing as much as a neighbor 
who doesn’t focus on flavor. So when 
you’re shopping, don’t begrudge a 
good farmer a little higher price—
that’s what it takes to keep him in 
business. 
 
YOU DON’T CLIMB A LADDER 
STARTING AT THE TOP RUNG. In 
a system as complex as our food 
supply, change is evolutionary. 
Remember long-term goals, but 
focus on what’s immediately achiev-
able. Any argument that begins, “All 
we have to do is rewrite the farm 
bill,” is probably decades, if not 
centuries, from reality. But there are 

plenty of small things we can do now 
to start us down that road. 
 
DON’T ASSUME THAT THOSE WHO 
DISAGREE WITH YOU ARE EVIL, STU-
PID OR GREEDY. And even when they 
are, that doesn’t relieve you of the 
responsibility for making a construc-
tive and convincing argument. 
 
WHAT’S POLITICAL IS ALSO 
 PERSONAL. If you believe in some-
thing, you should be willing to make 
sacrifices to support it, even if it’s 
expensive or inconvenient. Wailing 
about farmers who use pesticides 
and then balking at paying extra 
for organic produce is hypocritical 
because the yields in organic farm-
ing are almost always lower. On the 
other hand, there’s nothing wrong 
with doing the best you can whenever 
you can—as long as you’re willing to 

accept compromises from the other 
guy too. 
 
FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANT: 
BEWARE THE LAW OF UNINTENDED 
CONSEQUENCES. Developing taste-
less fruits and vegetables was not the 
goal of the last Green Revolution; it 
was a side effect of a system designed 
to eliminate hunger by providing 
plentiful, inexpensive food, but that 
also ended up rewarding quantity 
over quality. We should always keep 
in mind that when we’re dreaming of 
a system that focuses on the reverse, 
we run the risk of creating something 
far worse than strawberries that 
bounce. 

RUSS PARSONS is a cookbook author and 
food editor of the Los Angeles Times. 
 
Los Angeles Times, Copyright © 2010. Reprinted 

with permission.

Fertile California farmland
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Donors

Give with confidence. Look for the 
Better Business Bureau Wise Giving 
Alliance’s Charity Seal when you 

give. It’s your assur-
ance that a charity 
meets 20 rigorous 
BBB standards. Visit 
give.org to learn 
more.

AFT thanks the following individuals, 
corporations and foundations for their 
 generous support from August #, $""% 
through December &#, $""%.

THE BARNRAISERS SOCIETY

The Barnraisers Society recognizes those 
generous donors who give $#,""" or more 
annually.

Catherine H. Anderson
Ann Axel
Elizabeth L. C. Beck
Martin A. Bell
Matthew Bender IV
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Black
Mr. and Mrs. William Black
Jabe Blumenthal and Julie Edsforth
Edward and Nina Bonnie
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Bontecou
Allan and Marilyn Brown
Nina Brown de Clercq/  

The Atticus Trust
Magalen O. Bryant
The Florence V. Burden Foundation at 

the recommendation of Foundation 
Directors Ordway and Jean Burden

John E. and Helen K. Cahill Fund of 
the Marin Community Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. William Canady
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Carlile, Jr.
John and Nancy Cassidy
Adryon H. Clay
Clay Foundation–East
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Cooper
Albert Creighton, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. William B. DeLauder
George P. Denny, III
Antonio Elmaleh

Elizabeth and Jesse Fink
Dielle Fleischmann 
Richard and Barbara Friedenberg
Anne Funkhouser
Thomas J. Gallo
Dorian Goldman and Marvin Israelow
Joyce and Irving Goldman Family 

Foundation
Katja Goldman and Michael 

Sonnenfeldt
Neva Goodwin
Sally S. Greenleaf
Fritz Grupe
Clifford Hall
John and Vicki Hardin
Jane Henderson
Laura Hill Hoenig 
Samuel Huber
Vito and Kathryn Ippolito
Mr. and Mrs. Loren A. Jahn
Governor and Mrs. Brereton C. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Kagan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kaplan/ 

BFK Foundation
The Helen Keeler Burke Charitable 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kohout
Don Kramer, Sr.
Bill and Joni Kuckuck
Marta Jo Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Levit/ 

Levit Family Fund
Carol Lennon-Longley
Amy Longsworth and Douglas Horne
Henry Lord
Mary Waterman Lunt
Elizabeth Ann Lurie Foundation
Anne and George Mack
Helen Madeira
Martha Maguire
John and Barbara Matsinger
The John P. McBride Family and  

the ABC Foundation
E.A. Middleton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John O. Mitchel
Mary Mitsui
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Morrill
Mr. and Mrs. W. Austin Musselman, Jr.
New York Community Trust— 

World-Wide Holdings, Inc. Fund
W.L. Lyons Brown Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. George D. O’Neill
The Robert Stephens and Julie Packard 

Nonendowed Donor Advised Fund 
at the Community Foundation of 
Santa Cruz County

William and Carol Palladini Fund  
of the El Adobe Corporation

Lee Petty
Mr. and Mrs. Tod Peyton
Jack and Judy Pottle
Frank R. Randall
Dr. Paul F. Randel
Amy H. Regan
Gretchen and Richard Regnery
Scott and Anne Reines
River Tavern
Caroline Robinson
David Rockefeller 
Richard and Evelyne Rominger
Rick and Regina Roney
Helen Ross
Molly O. Ross
Christine H. Russell Fund of  

the Columbia Foundation
Elmon and Anne Sapp
Sonya Sappington
Ann Satterthwaite
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Shapoff
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Aram Shaw
Raymond R. Simmons
Carla H. Skodinski
Theodore Solso
Elizabeth Steele
Stephen and Ann Stranahan
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Streek
Lucy B. Stroock
The Farm Fund of the Crossroads 

Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Barton Thompson, Jr.
Michael H. Van Vranken
Julie Foster VanCamp
Beth von Fischer
Jacquinot Weisenbach
Doug and Heather Wheeler
Julia Harte Widdowson and  

Nigel Widdowson
Matthew B. Winthrop
Robert and Carol Winthrop
Serita Winthrop
Mr. and Mrs. John Winthrop, Jr.
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Mr. and Mrs. John Winthrop, Sr.
Bob and Susan Wood
Anne Zinsser
Anonymous (#%)

REALIZED BEQUESTS

AFT gratefully recognizes the  
 following bequests:

Barbara K. Girdler
Wendy Joan Shadwell
Estelle Smucker
Anonymous (#)

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS

Adams Legacy Foundation
AgStar Financial Services
Alex C. Walker Foundation
Alliant Energy Foundation
Altria Group, Inc.
American Agriculturist Foundation
Badgerland Farm Credit Services
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Christine H. Russell Fund of  

the Columbia Foundation
CHS Foundation
CHS, Inc.
Claneil Foundation, Inc.
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater 

Greensboro
Compton Foundation, Inc.
Cornelius King Charitable Trust
DuPont Crop Protection
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Energy Foundation
Farm Foundation
Fred L. Emerson Foundation
Gaia Fund
George & Miriam Martin Foundation
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Horizons Foundation
James A. “Buddy” Davidson Charitable 

Foundation
Jane Smith Turner Foundation
Knobloch Family Foundations
Landmark Cooperative Services

Macy’s Foundation
Magnolia Charitable Trust
Marisla Foundation
MJPM Foundation
Monterey Gourmet Food, Inc.
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Organic Valley/CROPP Cooperative
Park Foundation
Sarah K. deCoizart Article TENTH 

Perpetual Charitable Trust
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Stardust Foundation of  

Central New York
Stonyfield Farm Yogurt
The Bancroft Foundation
The Boeing Company Charitable Trust
The Bradshaw-Knight Foundation
The Bullitt Foundation
The Charles Delmar Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation

The Dyson Foundation
The Hahn Family Foundation
The Iberdrola USA Foundation, Inc.
The Lawrence Foundation
The Margaret L. Wendt Foundation
The Meadows Foundation
The Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck 

Foundation
The San Francisco Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
The Western New York Foundation
UMB Financial Corporation                         
United FCS
Wallace Genetic Foundation, Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation
Western Conservation Foundation
Wisconsin Agricultural Growth 

Foundation
Wisconsin Farmers Union Enterprises, 

Inc.
Anonymous (%)

Preserving 
the Bounty 
with AFT’s 
Barnraisers 
Society 

Each year, American 
Farmland Trust ac-
knowledges the gener-
ous members of The 
Barnraisers Society for 
their support through our Bounty of the Land program, which also recog-
nizes a farmer who is producing superb food. This winter, fruit preserves 
from Phillips Farms of New Jersey were shipped to AFT’s Barnraisers 
Society members, whose gifts help us preserve American farmland!

Located 70 miles from Manhattan, Phillips Farms is a jewel in the 
northwest corner of Hunterdon County. Farmer Marc Phillips and his fam-
ily sell fresh berries all summer long at New York City’s Greenmarkets, 
and they preserve the harvest by turning the extra baskets of fruit into 
jams and fruit spreads. In 2009, the farm was recognized by the state 
of New Jersey as part of the Garden State Farmland Preservation Trust 
Program, allowing the family to protect their land for generations to 
come.  

Join AFT’s Barnraisers Society today with a gift of $1,000. To 
learn more, contact Rachael Martens at (202) 331-7300 ext. 218 or 
rmartens@farmland.org.
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Farm Fresh Recipe
A M E R I C A N  F A R M L A N D  T R U S T

Pan Seared Lamb Loin Medallions,  
Potato Gnocchi, Morels and Asparagus
1–2 rack of lamb, cut between the bones to create medallions, !–1 inch thick 

(3–4 medallions per person)
1 bunch asparagus, ends trimmed, cut into 1 inch sections
Morel mushrooms, as many as you can get. Sliced in half, brushed free of any 

debris (or 1 package cremini or shiitake mushrooms, sliced in half) 
4–5 tablespoons butter
3 tablespoons chopped fresh tarragon

GNOCCHI:
2 medium sized baking potatoes 
2 large eggs 
!–1 cup all purpose flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
" teaspoon black pepper

Pre-heat oven to 400 degrees; bake potatoes until tender, approximately  
45 minutes to 1 hour. While still warm, peel the potatoes and mash the flesh 
with a food mill or ricer. In a bowl, combine the mashed potatoes, salt, pepper 
and eggs. Mix to thoroughly combine. Add ! cup of flour, mix with your hands 
until a dough forms, try to not overwork the mixture. The dough should be tacky 
but not sticky, add more flour if needed. Divide the dough into 6 sections, roll 
each section into a " inch rope, cut the ropes into ! inch sections. Hold on a 
floured cookie sheet in the fridge. Bring a large pot of water to a boil, season 
with salt. Set up an ice bath to quickly cool the gnocchi. When the water is 
boiling add the gnocchi in small batches, cook an additional minute after the 
gnocchi begin to float, then remove and place in ice bath. When the gnocchi 
are cold remove from ice bath and hold refrigerated up to 48 hours. 

Pre–heat 1 sauté pan for the lamb to medium high heat. If the pan is not large 
enough to hold all the lamb, comfortably work in batches. Season the lamb 
with salt and pepper, add a small amount of oil to the hot sauté pan and sear 
2–3 minutes on each side for medium rare, 3–4 minutes for medium. Hold in a 
slightly warm area to rest while you finish the gnocchi.

Pre–heat a second sauté pan to medium heat and melt the butter. Add the 
morels and sauté for 2–3 minutes, season with salt and pepper. Add the 
asparagus, sauté 2–3 minutes, season with salt and pepper. Add the gnocchi, 
continue sautéing until the gnocchi are warmed through and the vegetables are 
tender. Add the tarragon, taste and adjust seasonings as needed. Serve with 
the lamb medallions. 

! " #$ % ! # & ' (

market-restaurant-bar has made a 
 commitment to supporting the local 
and regional farmers who provide 
organic produce, artisanal products 
and grass-fed meats for the Red 
Devon’s seasonal menus.

Owners Julia and Nigel 
Widdowson, longtime conservation-
ists who raise grass-finished beef 
with Devon cows at their farm in 
Millbrook, New York, created Red 
Devon in part to showcase seasonal 
and sustainably grown foods from 
farms in the local area. “We believe 
that the best food in the neighbor-
hood is also grown in the neighbor-
hood,” says Julia Widdowson, who 
serves on the board of American 
Farmland Trust. The couple also 
built the Red Devon as a model 
of environmentally friendly green 
design, from the restaurant’s solar-
panel-equipped roof to its heat-
efficient kitchen.

Executive Chef Sara Lukasiewicz, 
a graduate of the Culinary Institute 
of America who shares the restau-
rant’s mission to use the best local 
and seasonal ingredients available, 
provided this spring-flavored recipe.

“COME ON OVER and eat the 
view!” welcomes the website of Red 
Devon, a Hudson Valley market 
café and restaurant dedicated 
to eating locally, seasonally and 

sustainably. Surrounded by rolling 
farmland in the quaint hamlet of 
Bangall, New York, the “all-green” 

Red Devon Restaurant

Executive Chef Sara Lukasiewicz of Red Devon 
Restaurant 
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A M E R I C A N  F A R M L A N D  T R U S T

The mission of American Farmland Trust is to help farmers and ranchers  protect 
their land, produce a healthier environment and build successful communities. 

 

NATIONAL 
 OFFICE

1200 18th Street, NW
Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036
(202) 331-7300

FARMLAND 
INFORMATION CENTER

1 Short Street, Suite 2
Northampton, MA 01060

(413) 586-4593
www.farmlandinfo.org

CENTER FOR AGRICULTURE  
IN THE ENVIRONMENT

148 North 3rd Street
DeKalb, IL 60115
(815) 753-9347

www.aftresearch.org

CALIFORNIA
Davis, CA

(530) 755-1644

MID-ATLANTIC
Washington, DC
(202) 378-1235

NEW ENGLAND
Northampton, MA

(413) 586-4593, ext. 29

NEW YORK
Saratoga Springs, NY 

(518) 581-0078

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Seattle, WA 

(206) 860-4222

ALL OTHER STATES
Northampton, MA

(413) 586-4593, ext. 12

Subscribe to AFT’s 
monthly e-newsletters
for the latest news in farm 

policy, farm and ranch 
land protection and more.  
Visit www.farmland.org  

today to sign up.

www.farmland.org

Give to AFT Through EarthShare!
Take advantage of one of the easiest and most convenient ways to support American Farmland 
Trust! Hundreds of workplaces across the country give their employees the opportunity to make 
charitable gifts through payroll contributions. American Farmland Trust is a member of EarthShare, 
a federated workplace giving fundraising entity that represents and supports American Farmland 
Trust and many other respected and responsible environmental and conservation charities. To find 
out more about how you and your workplace can support American Farmland Trust through an 
EarthShare campaign, please call (800) 431-1499 or visit www.farmland.org/support.
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Ways to 
Give 
American Farmland Trust 
relies on the generosity of our 
members, who care about 
protecting the nation’s farms 
and supporting farmers. Your 
generous support helps 
American Farmland Trust give 
back to the land and promote a 
healthy environment. Here are 
a few ways you can help . . .

! GIVE ONLINE. It is easier than ever to 
support American Farmland Trust’s critical 
work and mission. Visit www.farmland.org 
and click on “donate” to make a gift using 
your credit or debit card. It’s quick, secure 
and hassle free!

! GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP. An 
American Farmland Trust membership is a 
great gift for anyone who loves the land. 
They’ll receive our tote bag and a one-
year subscription to American Farmland 
magazine. We even take care  
of announcing your gift. Call or go  
online now.  

! CONTRIBUTE APPRECIATED 
SECURITIES. Giving a gift of stock is 
simple! Transfer the stock to American 
Farmland Trust to avoid capital gains tax 
and take a charitable deduction for the  
full fair-market value. Call (800) 431-
1499 or visit www.farmland.org/stockgift.

! INCLUDE AMERICAN FARMLAND 
TRUST IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS. 
Join the Farmland Forever Society by 
remembering AFT in your will and estate 
plans. Your lasting contribution will help 
save America’s farm land and ranch  
land for generations to come. Call  
(800) 431-1499 for more information.

! MAIL A DONATION. Send it to 
American Farmland Trust at 1200 18th 
Street, NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 
20036. 

! JOIN PERENNIAL PARTNERS. 
American Farmland Trust’s monthly giving 
club is the simplest, most cost-effective way 
to help save farm and ranch land. Just 
pledge to give automatically in affordable 
monthly installments using your credit or 
debit card. Call or go online now to sign up.

If you have questions about how you can 
support American Farmland Trust, please visit 
www.farmland.org or call (800) 431-1499.


